May 17, 2017

PRAYER

Rabbi Thomas A. Louchheim, Con-
gregation Or Chadash, Tucson, Ari-
zona, offered the following prayer:

Loving God, each day raise up these
good women and men who are serving
our country with honor. Renew in them
the faith, hope, and love that brought
them to this vital work. Rekindle in
them the passion that first called them
to serve.

May you, our elected Representatives
from every State in our great Nation,
be granted today the courage of your
convictions; and may your eyes, your
ears, and your hearts be open to the
possibilities not yet imagined.

Compassionate God, may our fellow
Americans remember that these, Your
servants, are each made in the divine
image. They are our brothers and sis-
ters in a family bridging all philo-
sophical lines. May we treat them with
respect, for we know not the hard bat-
tles they must fight.

May Your blessings be on our mili-
tary and diplomats serving overseas.
Keep them safe from harm. Keep their
souls strong, and strengthen them to
serve with honor and courage.

May our prayers for kindness, jus-
tice, freedom, and peace, be answered
in our own day.

Amen.

——————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. WILLIAMS) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. WILLIAMS led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING RABBI THOMAS A.
LOUCCHEIM

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentlewoman from Arizona (Ms.
MCSALLY) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Ms. MCSALLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Rabbi Thomas
Louccheim, who led us in the opening
prayer. He is a rabbi at the Congrega-
tion Or Chadash in Tucson, Arizona.
Rabbi Louccheim moved to Tucson
with his wife, Marcia, in 1989 and has
been a pillar in our community ever
since.

Having served as a rabbi at Temple
Emanu-El and as an executive for
Handmaker Hospice, he is a strong ad-
vocate for peace and religious har-
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mony. He worked closely with the Mus-
lim community in the aftermath of
September 11 and has continued to pro-
mote understanding by organizing an-
nual Muslim-Jewish peace walks.

He founded the first Jewish-Chris-
tian-Muslim Scriptural study group in
our community and has contributed to
interfaith literature. In a world where
religion too often divides us, Rabbi
Louccheim has shown that we are all
stronger together.

Rabbi Louchheim’s influence extends
past southeastern Arizona. In fact, his
influence reaches beyond this Earth.
The rabbi is a namesake for the only
space object in the universe named
after a rabbi, Asteroid 9584 Louccheim.

I was honored to join Rabbi
Louccheim in a Holocaust Remem-
brance walk last year. I have person-
ally witnessed his compassion and lead-
ership in the faith community in
southeastern Arizona. I am honored to
welcome him to the House of Rep-
resentatives today and to personally
thank him for offering this morning’s
prayer.

——

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MURPHY of Pennsylvania). The Chair
will entertain up to 15 further requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———

RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL
POLICE WEEK

(Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker,
I am proud to stand before the House
today to recognize National Police
Week.

Every year at this time, law enforce-
ment officials from around the country
gather here to pay tribute to their fall-
en brethren and to stand with their
families. It is yet another measure of
their commitment to protect and
serve.

Over just this last year, four of Wis-
consin’s finest have lost their lives in
the line of duty: Trooper Anthony
Borostowski of the Wisconsin State Pa-
trol; Deputy Dan Glaze of the Rusk
County Sheriff’s Office; Officer Michael
Venture of the Town of Salem’s De-
partment of Public Safety; Detective
Jason Weiland of the Everest Metro-
politan Police Department.

Earlier this year, Detective Weiland
was Kkilled establishing a perimeter
during a standoff with a shooter who
took the lives of three people. Jason
left behind a wife and two children.

Anna, his daughter, almost 11 years
old, spoke at the funeral: ‘‘Our dad was
an amazing man that saved lives every
day,” she said. “We all know he is al-
ways and will be forever in our hearts.
He’ll be looking down on us, laughing
and crying.”

Looking down that day, Anna’s dad
saw some remarkable things: He saw

H4233

thousands of people, many of whom he
had never met, lined up to pay their re-
spects; he saw cops in uniform from all
over the country, from New York, Chi-
cago, Oregon, and Canada; he saw
mourners and even pallbearers in green
and gold to honor his love of the Green
Bay Packers; and he saw blue ribbons
everywhere.

In a time when law enforcement is
targeted and too often politicized, we
must never take for granted the dan-
gers that they face. Every day and
every night, they leave their homes
and their families to protect ours.
They put their lives on the line to pro-
tect ours.

For their loved ones, all they hope
for, all they pray for, is to hear the car
pull into the driveway and see that fa-
miliar face come through the door.

And when the unspeakable happens,
when their watch is cut short, ours is
only beginning. The support that we
give to their families, the respect and
the appreciation we show for their fel-
low officers—it is the least we can do
as citizens, and must do, this week and
every week.

Today I ask the whole House to join
me in expressing our profound grati-
tude to law enforcement officers here
in the Capital and across the Nation.

——————

CELEBRATING 50TH ANNIVERSARY
OF REUNIFICATION OF JERU-
SALEM

(Mr. SUOZZI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SUOZZI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to introduce bipartisan H. Res.
328 with my colleague from Florida,
FRANCIS ROONEY, celebrating the 50th
anniversary of the reunification of Je-
rusalem.

For centuries, the Jewish people
yearned to pray at the Western Wall,
the only remaining connection to the
Great Temple destroyed in 70 A.D., a
cry that infused their daily prayers.

Fifty years ago, in 1967, this mere
hope became a reality when Jerusalem
was finally reunified at the conclusion
of the Six-Day War.

Of that precious moment, Yitzhak
Rabin recounted: ‘“We stood among a
tangle of rugged, battle-weary men
who were unable to believe their eyes
or restrain their emotions. Their eyes
were moist with tears, their speech in-
coherent. The overwhelming desire was
to cling to the Wall, to hold on to that
great moment as long as possible.”

The reunification of Jerusalem re-
stored the city as a beacon of religious
freedom for all of the Abrahamic reli-
gions and the rights of Jews, Muslims,
and Christians to pray at their respec-
tive holy sites.

We share the joy of our brothers and
sisters as we celebrate this special
milestone and as we continue to strive
for a two-state solution between
Israelis and Palestinians. In a world of
increasing instability, our enduring re-
lationship with Israel was never more
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vital, and I am honored to stand with
our close friend and ally.

————

HONORING BRANCH COUNTY SHER-
IFF POSSE DEPUTY MICHAEL
WINTER

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to remember Branch County,
Michigan, Sheriff Posse Deputy Mi-
chael Winter, who lost his life in the
line of duty. He is survived by his wife,
Connie, and two daughters, Cheyenne
and Sierra.

Deputy Winter was known as a com-
mitted family man with a sense of
humor and a big smile. He loved being
around horses and loved the posse.

From his time in the United States
Navy to the Branch County Sheriff’s
Posse, Deputy Winter was the type of
person who put his community and
country before himself. He is a hero in
every sense of the word.

This week, during National Police
Week, his name was carved into the
National Law Enforcement Officers
Memorial here in Washington, D.C. It
is a lasting tribute to those who paid
the ultimate sacrifice to protect us.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of a grateful
nation, we honor Deputy Winter’s
memory and his service to Branch
County and our country. He will not be
forgotten.

——
JUSTICE DEPARTMENT SHOULD
APPOINT AN INDEPENDENT
PROSECUTOR

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr.
Speaker, last night we learned that
President Trump may have tried to
interfere with an ongoing investiga-
tion, asking the FBI Director to end an
investigation into his former National
Security Adviser’s ties to Russia.

The Justice Department today
should appoint an independent pros-
ecutor to aggressively pursue the
truth. There are a lot of informational
dots. They either connect or they
don’t.

There is no dispute that Russia inter-
fered with the United States’ Presi-
dential election. The question is: Did
Russia interfere with the Presidential
election in coordination with the
Trump campaign?

It is deeply troubling that the Attor-
ney General recused himself—a self-de-
clared conflict—from the Russian in-
vestigation and then played a role in
firing the man leading it.

The American people rightfully sus-
pect the decision to fire the FBI Direc-
tor is part of a coverup. Appoint a spe-
cial prosecutor to pursue the truth.

Despots all over the world like Putin
want to discredit American democracy
to keep their own people from wanting
it. We as Americans, Republicans and
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Democrats all, cannot allow this to

happen, ever.

RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL
POLICE WEEK

(Mr. WILLIAMS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak on behalf of law en-
forcement not only in my district, but
around the Nation.

This week is National Police Week,
and it marks an important time for our
country. These men and women are an
elite group worthy of our praise and
recognition. They are true American
patriots whose acts of courage must be
honored and acknowledged.

Too many heroes lost their lives in
the line of duty last year. Multiple of
them were in my home State of Texas,
as well as in my district.

Every single day, Federal, State, and
local police officers around the country
put their lives on the line to protect
their fellow Americans. Mr. Speaker, 1
came up here to speak on behalf of all
Americans and express our apprecia-
tion for our law enforcement. These are
the men and women who dedicate their
lives to keeping the peace and carrying
out justice.

Congress has worked and will con-
tinue to work hard to guarantee that
these brave men and women are pro-
vided with the tools needed to do their
jobs and maintain public safety. We
will also remain persistent to ensure
those who harm law enforcement offi-
cers are brought to justice.

I applaud those in law enforcement
who have voluntarily put their lives on
the line for all of us.

In God we trust.

———

IT IS TIME TO PUT COUNTRY
BEFORE PARTY

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, it seems
like, with this White House, there is a
new crisis every single day.

On Monday, it was reported that the
President revealed classified informa-
tion in the Oval Office to Russians,
compromising our national security,
compromising our ability to gather in-
telligence on ISIS, compromising our
ability to keep America safe.

Now we learn that the President
tried to interfere with an ongoing in-
vestigation, asking the head of the FBI
to lay off his National Security Ad-
viser, Mr. Flynn, to leave it alone, to
let it go.

This is an abuse of power, there is no
two ways about it, and Democrats and
Republicans have to stand up and do
our constitutional duty to protect this
democracy. Partisanship has to be set
aside. We have to do our job. We have
to serve the American people, and we
have to protect this precious democ-
racy and do our constitutional duty.
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Democrats and Republicans both have
to stand together on this.

We need an independent commission
to investigate this problem, and we
need to do it now.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President of the United States.

—————

HONORING KIRKERSVILLE POLICE
CHIEF STEVEN DISARIO

(Mr. TIBERI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, this week
is Police Week, a time we honor all our
officers, especially those who have fall-
en in the line of duty keeping us safe.
So today I rise in honor and remember
Kirkersville, Ohio, Police Chief Steven
DiSario.

Chief DiSario, a father of six with a
baby on the way, was killed in the line
of duty on May 12, 2017. He died at the
hands of a gunman who also killed two
employees at a local nursing home,
Marlina Medrano and Cindy Krantz.

This is a tragedy that truly tests the
strength of a community, the strength
of neighbors, and the strength of our
law enforcement community.

To Chief DiSario’s family: I can’t
imagine the grief and the anguish you
must be feeling. We are heartbroken
for your loss. Please know that your
husband, your father, your son, was an
American hero. His memory will never
be forgotten, and it is there that I pray
you find hope. Today and every day,
may God bless you and all our police
officers and their families.

———
O 1215

AMERICA’S DRINKING WATER
INFRASTRUCTURE

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
call urgent attention to America’s
drinking water infrastructure. Every
day, more than 700 water mains break
in cities, towns, and villages across our
great country. Every day, 7 billion gal-
lons of clean drinking water are lost
due to leaks and breaks in our water
infrastructure. That is treated water
and our tax dollars down the drain.

With as many as 10 million lead serv-
ice lines in use today and dozens of new
unregulated contaminants, the threat
to public health goes far beyond Flint,
Michigan, and Hoosick Falls, New
York. Our Federal Government has a
duty to protect the people of this coun-
try. We must act decisively to address
this growing challenge.

We maintain roads and bridges and
ports and railways and so much more,
but our investment in our water sys-
tems has not kept up, and now these
systems are failing. Many State and
local governments can’t keep up. They
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